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FORWARD THINKING

KATIE CHESEBRO
For Forward Janesville, Inc.

Pride means to be proud 
of oneself, often derived 
from your personal achieve-
ments or the achievements 
of those closely related to 
you. It’s a sense of belonging 
and love for the community.

When I was in high school 
from 2015-2019 in Milton, 
pride was all around. Often-
times, the schools were a 
point of pride for the com-
munity.

I was proud to be a student 
at Milton High School. We 
had great teachers who I felt 
extremely supported by. I felt 
challenged inside and out-
side of the classroom, which 
helped me succeed in my 
future studies at UW-Mad-
ison. Lastly, I found count-
less involvement opportuni-
ties to keep me busy all year 
long, like Show Choir, Stu-
dent Council, Track, Tennis, 
and Link Crew.

My favorite thing about 
being a leader in these orga-
nizations was how much my 
community cheered me on 
through special moments. 
I can clearly remember 
receiving a letter from a 
community member after 
being in the newspaper, con-
gratulating me on my track 
accomplishments.

Although I hold many 
fond memories, I also 
remember how challenging 
my senior year was. Milton 
had one failed referendum in 
2017 and was trying to pass 
a second one in April 2019. 
In the Fall of my senior year 
(2018), I was on the tennis 
team. Before every practice, 
we had to sweep the courts 
because the crumbling con-
crete was a falling hazard. 
Around the same time, the 
rubber from our track was 
being ripped up because the 
holes and uneven surface 
were too dangerous. That 
Spring, our team ran on bare 
concrete and could not host 
competitions due to safety 
concerns.

I was glad when the cap-
ital referendum to upgrade 
learning spaces and fix the 
sports facilities passed that 
April, but I wondered why 
it had taken so long? Why 
had I felt so supported by 
my community cheering me 
on as an athlete but not sup-
ported when referendums 
for obvious needs were diffi-
cult to pass?

On Nov. 5, Milton is ask-
ing voters to support an 
operational referendum to 
ensure teaching staff can 
provide opportunities like I 
had to students. The connec-
tions I made during my time 
in school changed my life. 
My tennis coach helped me 
with my college application. 
My track coach taught me 
life lessons that I still carry 
with me, like “everything 
you do is 99% mental.” I just 
had dinner with the person 
I stood next to during Show 
Choir.

The school district in my 
hometown of Janesville is 
also asking voters to support 
an operational referendum, 
in addition to a capital ref-
erendum. While I have not 
toured the Janesville school 
facilities, I have heard many 
parallels to my own experi-
ences as a student in a dis-
trict where inadequate facil-
ities and overcrowding 
caused challenges for learn-
ing.

Students need positive 
influences like teachers and 
coaches in their lives. Stu-
dents need upgraded facil-
ities. Students need to feel a 
sense of pride and belong-
ing. I know I needed it. 
When you vote on Nov. 5, 
think about the students and 
what the schools mean for 
our communities.
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of columns on local issues, submit-
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ton High School. Katie attended 
UW-Madison for college but 
returned to Janesville to build her life 
and career.

A Facebook friend posted 
the other day, explaining 
why he was voting for Don-
ald Trump. It appears he was 
angry about pushback he has 

been getting 
for his politi-
cal posts and 
wanted to 
explain him-
self.

I started 
writing a 
response, 
which 
turned into 

this column. I should mention 
that I have been trying to lis-
ten to the MAGA side of poli-
tics, in an effort to understand. 
I haven’t learned a lot, other 
than that most of these folks 
are angry because they feel 
their government has ignored 
them and that political leaders 
look down on them.

So here are my thoughts for 
my Facebook friend:

You have obviously given 
this a lot of thought, good for 
you. I question most of your 
assumptions and conclusions. 
I have many responses that 
start with “Yes, but ...”

But you have made your 
choice, and you are passionate 
about it. We all have to respect 
that. That’s an American ideal: 
I may object to what you say, 
but I will fight to the death for 
your right to say it, and to vote 
for it.

Either you or I will be pain-
fully disappointed some-
time Tuesday night. Please try 
to ignore the celebrations if 
the Democrats prevail. I’ll do 
the same if Donald Trump is 
elected. Either way, we’ll have 
four years to engage with our 
leaders in hopes they make the 
right decisions to move us for-
ward, because voting is a begin-
ning, not an end, in our consti-
tutional republic, and the presi-
dent doesn’t hold all the power.

I’ll vote for Kamala Har-
ris, Tammy Baldwin and Peter 
Barca, not because they have 
all the answers, but because I 
believe they are more likely to 
listen to my concerns about the 
climate crisis, the potential for 
a new world war, the ever wid-
ening wealth gap, prejudice 
and discrimination, and so 
many more issues.

But you and I will remain 

fellow Americans. We will dis-
agree. We’ll even get angry 
with each other. We may 
march and protest. I’m all for 
it. But I’m against violence, 
lies and targeting of people 
for being different. I believe 
we must be patient and trust 
the authorities deal with those 
who let their anger and fear 
drive them to criminal acts.

So let’s do this thing on Tues-
day. Then, let’s work for fair-
ness, justice, prosperity and 
the rule of law. I’m also rooting 
for kindness, understanding 
and tolerance for people who 
see the world in ways we may 
not readily understand. That’s 
because our differences, when 
melded with our Constitution 
and the best of our American 
traditions, make us stronger in 
the end.

And if you and I find our-
selves in competing protests, 
I hope we can wave and smile 
at each other. I hope we can 
be the ones who tell our fel-
low activists that those people 
expressing those awful ideas 
are our fellow Americans, and 
the first ones to throw stones 
are the losers.
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